
Here we are at week 7!  The kids keep us challenged and thoughtful as we observe and 
plan ahead. 

To continue our exploration of size, we did an experiment with gummy bears. Of 
course, we made the gummies ourselves, then we 
measured and dropped them in water to sit 
overnight. Everyone made a prediction of what 
would happen to the gummy bears, varying from “It 
will disappear” to “It will turn into jelly” to “It will get 
bigger.” The next day, the kids ran to the tray of 
glasses, saying, “i want to see what happened to the 
gummy bears!” So we studied them in pairs, 
comparing before and after measurements and 
seeing if predictions were accurate. Everyone 
agreed that they all got bigger and that the water 
had something to do with it. Holly introduced 
everyone to the word hypothesis and we look forward to more experiments. 
 
Gretchen had asked if we could do a bookmark making 
activity, so we did! They  painted paper, went on a short 
walk to gather natural items and glued them on. They 
beaded tassels and proudly displayed them to each 
other. In the weeks to come, more children will have the 
opportunity to suggest, plan and set up an activity 

themselves. 

It was time to celebrate 
Evienne’s birthday, too, 
so we danced to her 
favorite songs and we 
were wowed by the 
disco ball and balloons 
she brought along. 
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At our natural classroom today, we challenged them to 
try a scavenger hunt and find some items pictured on a 
list: a leaf shaped like 
an oval, a stick as 
long as their hand, a 
rock as small as their 
fingernail, 5 seed 
pods and something 
that doesn’t belong 
in nature. They 
searched and 
searched, asking 
questions and 
consulting each 

other, excitedly 
adding each item to their bags. They want to 
continue more hunts in the future. 

We had our own version of election day at Curious 
Minds. There is a small squirrel living in our paper oak 
tree which the children wanted to name. Everyone 
offered a name, and by voting, we narrowed the 
names down to two: Chloe and Cutie. Cutie won, 
leaving some deeply disappointed people. Learning 
to manage this wrenching feeling is an important 
part of being an Oak, but it is very hard. 

To be continued… 
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Materials  

Water, grape juice and gelatin 

Water glasses, ruler 

Paper, watercolor, nature items and 

beads 

Activities 

Gummy bear experiment 

Making bookmarks 

Reptile and fall play dough 
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