
The young children in our class come to us with 
brains eager to be sparked. Neural pathways are 
being made constantly and we have to help 
them them with all the neural pruning and 
landscaping going on. When a child sees a toy in 
another child’s hands and wants it immediately, 
he/she often takes it.  Depending on what 
ensues, a teacher may step in, get down on their 
level, and start the gardening. This is what we 
encounter endlessly throughout the days. The 
names have been left out to protect the 
innocent… 

When the pan was taken in the water bin, the first 
child looked calmly right at the other child, 

studying her intently. They watched each other, as if waiting to see what would happen 
next. After a time, the first child looked away and went back to stirring the water with a 
different pan. The other child stirred too. 

Then there are the times when teachers  decide to intervene:  
Teacher:  She had the square Magna tiles and you want them 
too.  
Children: (cry and nod) 
Teacher: We have a lot more squares over here to choose 
from. Let’s see.  
Second child switches attention to the other tiles. 
The more we do this, the more the child understands that there 
are choices in the environment that allow them to play without 
the stress. 
However, stress can be productive. 

The child with the only blue purse in the classroom is destined 
to encounter some social conflict. One-of-a-kind toys are often 
intentionally placed in the environment for that very reason.  
Two children are tugging at the purse and starting to scream furiously. 
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Teacher: Oh no. You both really want this 
purse and you are getting very angry. 
(takes the purse momentarily) Let’s try 
talking. (To second child) You can say, 
“Can I have that when you’re done? 
Second child: I have you done? 
First child: (looks intently at first child, nods 
and then hands the purse over. There is 
sudden release of tension and smiles 
appear.) 
It is surprising how often the toy “owner” 
relinquishes their possession as soon as 
their peer asks for a turn. It feels a little 
magical. The more we consistently repeat 
this, the stronger the pathways in the brain. It takes MANY 
repetitions.  

Of course, as 
children grow 
older and start 
developing 
their critical 
thinking and 
concept of 
time, the 
problem 
solving 
becomes 
much more 
complex.  

Our older 
children may shout at each other when they both want 
something, but will usually subside and and start talking 
about it. They may ask a teacher to join, hoping for a 
biased outcome, but usually manage to solve things in a 
way that feels fair to both children. 

Sometimes it’s simple, sometimes not, but we know we 
will be experiencing the social learning with them over 
and over again. The children are just living in the 
moment. 

What social learning are you encountering at home? 
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Materials 

Halloween Loose parts 

Orange and yellow tempera paint and sponges 

Duplos 

Jars and lids 

Feathers, dried flowers, bark and glue 

Tape 

Shaving cream 

Sand 

African animals 

Activities 

Outlining leaves with loose parts 

Sponge painting taped “trees” 

Nature collage 

Building 

Matching and filling 
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