
 
This month has been a time for making major improvements 
around the school! From the new floors 
to a remodel in the yard we are very 
excited to see our school facilities 
improving to better suit our students 
needs. If you have been in the yard 
recently, you may have noticed a 
new red and yellow climber. It has 
been a true joy to see the Willows 
jump right into the new climber with 
bravery and resilience. The climber 

has proved to be both challenging and enjoyable. 

Surprisingly, climbing has many benefits for children at this age. 
Children that practice climbing, experience an improved sense of balance and hand-eye 
coordination. Climbing requires them to be aware of their surroundings, plan where they 

want to move their hands or feet, and execute that plan 
successfully. This type of activity also stimulates mental 
development, where children are able to practice their spatial 
awareness of one another. 

Climbing offers a sense of achievement for all of the children. 
Whether it is reaching the top or just discovering they are 
capable of something new and challenging. I challenged the 
children this week to try climbing to the top of the climber and 
touching the very top of it. When I asked Will if he could touch 
the top he said, “Oh yeah I can” and he confidently began 
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moving his way to the top until he reached his goal. He 
then smiled and shouted excitedly “Woah I did it!”   

The new environment has 
become a space to be 
creative. Logan, Miles, 
Gigi, and Amelia were on 
the climber when they 
decided that it should 
become a train that they took the meadow. Logan then 
suggested it should be a spaceship, and instantly the 
climber turned into a rocket ship that was going to blast 
off to the moon. They all sat on 
the climber as we counted down, 
“5,4,3,2,1 BLAST OFF!” They held 
on tight through space making 

sure to avoid the asteroids until they safely landed on the moon.  
Within this interaction, they worked on communicating with each 
other on what the structure itself was and what the rocks under the 
climber would be. They listened to their friends when they needed 
to move a hand or foot so someone could move past or around 
them. I was incredibly proud of their teamwork. This new climber 
has given them the opportunity to create and collaborate to transform a climber into 
something so creative. I ended up climbing to the top myself, and I can understand why 
they love it so much! I cannot wait to see how else they use this fantastic new toy.

2

Materials 

Paper 

Beans 

Leaves 

Paint 

Popsicle sticks  

Markers 

Activities 

Harvest feast headbands 

Harvest feast Place mats  

Hand print tree 

Popsicle stick art
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