
What do you notice? 
How do you know that? 
Can you tell me about your 
creation? 
What do you guess might 
happen next? 
How might she be feeling 
now? 
What is going to help you feel 
better now? 
What are you going to make 
next? 
I wonder what might happen 
if we tried it this way? 
 
If you were a fly on the 
wall in our classroom, 

or a bird circling overhead at the Natural 
Classroom, these are the types of questions you 
would hear the most. What do these questions all 
have in common? These are all open-ended 
questions. Similar to how the open-ended materials 

in our school can be 
used in an infinite 
number of ways (such 
as blocks, milk crates, 
and loose parts), open-
ended questions have 
many possible answers. 
They cannot be answered with a yes or no answer, and for an 
educator, they are MAGIC. Why are they so magical? Let me 
count the ways: 

-They put the thinking power in the hands of the child  
-They ask children to use higher order thinking skills such as 
empathy, critical thinking, creativity, problem solving, theory of 
mind (the ability to guess what another is thinking), prediction, 
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self-reflection, evaluation, etc. 
-They encourage expressive language skills 
-They show that we care about their ideas 
-They convey that for many questions there is more than one possible answer 

Asking children to recite facts, for example asking questions like “what color is that?” only 
takes their thinking so far. In order to encourage creative and critical thinking, our questions 
need to motivate them to stretch their minds. So what do you think? Do you ask more 
closed-ended or open-ended questions? Will you try to ask more open-ended questions? I 
can bet you will get some answers that will surprise you. 

Tips for asking open-ended questions: 
-Give wait time! Be patient. 
-If you don’t get a response, try a more specific question. For example, if you asked “what 
do you notice?” and you see them struggling to answer, try “what do you notice about the 
shape of the bird’s wing?” 
-Ask yourself “Is this a yes or no question?” If the answer is yes, then it’s not an open-ended 
question. 
-Ask yourself “Do I know the answer to this question?” If the answer is yes, then it’s not an 
open-ended question. 

Happy questioning! 
Aria 
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Materials  

Collage 

Paper and hole punches 

LEGOs and loose parts 

Loose parts and felt 

squares 

Photos of mandalas 

Activities 

Storytelling with Andrea 

LEGO exploration 

Play dough with shapes 

Making books 

Loose parts mandalas 
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