
Each day of school brings 

continued adaptation to the 

classroom and ease of 

movement through the 

day’s routines. Routines and 

rituals are a base for 

learning at this age, and 

everybody is relaxing into 

the new ones we have adopted. One thing that’s apparent, 

especially to an educator, is how each child explores almost 

every area of the classroom and each activity offered. 

Dramatic play is the most popular, and 

families are formed each day varying 

between human, kitty and even werewolves. 

The babies are cared for very attentively 

and cake and soup is regularly prepared. 

The blocks are used to make beds and cars 

and hide the loose parts we set out on the 

shelves. Our 1Space (a solo activity area) 

has captured their imaginations, and they 

are certain to explore the daily provocations 

and invitations we offer. 

We have some projects and rituals that start our school year, including our Oak tree up on 

the wall. The teachers created a bare tree which the children will add to throughout the 

year as seasons change. We have already had a first discussion about what it needs- 

“Leaves!”, “Acorns”, “A squirrel” being the most popular. We have continued the 
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exploration of color as they paint leaves. Next week we will 

be mixing water color instead of tempera, exploring different 

tools to apply the paint. 

One of my favorite projects we start at the first of the year is 

observational self-portraits. We ask the children to look 

carefully in a mirror at all the details and draw with a “Thinking 

pen” (Sharpie). This slows them down and guides them to 

draw with focus and intention. Each month, we will make new 

portraits, using different materials and display them in order. 

Our first 

Outdoor 

Classroom was 

a success! The Larkspur path gave us 

multiple opportunities to explore, see wildlife, 

discover edible plants (fennel) and 

poisonous plants (poison ivy) and much 

more. Holly and I are ready to make this as 

wondrous and fun as the Audubon! 
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 Activities and projects 

 Seasonal oak leaves 

Self portraits 

Human Body exploration 

Color patterning and mandalas 

Still life watercolor painting 

Materials 

Tempera with sponges 

Paper and Sharpies 

Beads and patterns 

Glass gems and tiles 

Dahlias, watercolor,  
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