
Dear Maple Families, 

What a busy week! We spent the week getting ready for Halloween, which was filled with 
art projects, books and spooky songs. In the beginning of the week Teacher Lisa had the 
friends decorate mini pumpkins. We had them cut out pumpkins, skeletons and ghosts. By 
the end of the week Teacher Lisa had everyone participate in color mixing with shaving 
cream.  If I don’t say so myself, all of our friends could have done color mixing with different 
color all week and be the happiest children on earth. 

As Educators, we believe art encourages fine motor skills, neural development, and 
problem solving abilities and that it can be used effectively to teach and understand other 
key subjects; reading, writing, math and science.  As an Artist art is important for its own 
sake; as a source of beauty and expression, as well as simply for the process of creating. 
Lisa and I have been documenting and observing our young artist and asked them when 
looking at their creations what they thought art means to them; 

Evie, “I like to paint and do water colors with Papa.” 
Isabella, “I like to paint, my favorite colors are pink, and purple, red and blue.” 
Isla, “I really love pink markers.  And my Mom got new pink pens.” 
Flora, “I like blue, I liked making my face.” 
Teddy, “I just like to draw.” 
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On Tuesday we finished up with our Pumpkin-Look-Alikes. We used mini pumpkins and then 
the children, with the help of Teacher Lisa, hot glued their eyes, hair and mouth. As an extra 
aspect, if they wanted, they could have bows or bowties These are some of the quotes 
once their pumpkins were finished;  Isabella said, “It looks like me with bows in her hair”, 
Naomi “I like the hair like this”, Evie said, “Now I need some bangs”, Porter “It looks like a 
mustache”, Flora said, “Mine has blue hair”.   

We had our friends cut out jack-o-lantern which was so much fun. Several of the friends 
said, “I can’t cut with scissors!”. But, once Teacher Lisa and I showed them how to 
manipulate them, they were successful (open shut them, open shut them).  So proud of our 
friends who were convinced they couldn’t use scissors but were able to cut out the 
pumpkins and feel so proud of themselves!  On Thursday we made skeletons together .   
We told the children “the skeleton is broken, so you have to cut out the pieces, and put the 
skeleton back together.” We made up a story for the children;  Skeltons were a bag of 
bones and were walking through the leaves “rattling their bones”.  Make sure you ask them 
what their skeleton says?  
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We  also did color mixing with shaving cream and water colors.  Each friend chose two 
colors, pipettes and a large vase filled with water.  We poured  shaving cream on the top. 
For some of our friends this was the first time using a pipette.  They had to squeeze the 
pipette to get the water colors in the tube then transfer into the shaving cream.   This was 
tricky, but every friend was able to do it. Each time they got the color onto the shaving 
cream and saw the color going into the water, they would smile and seemed so proud of 
themselves. They then would take the colored shaving cream, put it into their hands and 
show their friends.  I had a wonderful time just watching the expressions on their faces 
throughout the experiment. 

Our meadow walk was a great adventure. We went to our usual spot after the bridge, but 
then decided to walk along the river and through the neighborhood. While walking we saw 
egrets, ducks, and several houses that were decorated for Halloween. Such a fun 
impromptu walk, which ended up being 3 miles!  

Have an amazing week, and we will see you all on Monday!  

Love, Teacher Rachel  
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