
We made it!  What a first week to remember.  With the 

new COVID routines and regulations, Jennifer and I 

were amazed to see just how happy, resilient, and 

flexible the children have been. They are so thrilled to 

be together again, and their pure joy seemed to 

erase all of the potential anxiety that comes with the 

start of a new year.  It’s so good to be back. 

We’ve also had an incredibly productive, and thoughtful week, especially given the 

challenges of a shorter week and having to stay inside for two of the days.  We 

began the week by exploring colors, and children were asked how many colors 

they can make using the three primary colors. They 

were amazed at the power they had to create new 

colors, commenting on what they resembled, “Look 

I made dark blue! Like the deep ocean!” (Andrew).  

By day two, we already had a birthday celebrate!  

Gretchen is our first 5 year 

old, and because COVID 

regulations mean that we can no longer celebrate with 

families the way we used to, we had to decide how to 

celebrate moving forward.  We discussed this at circle, 

and Gretchen decided that she would like to celebrate by 

having a dance party.  Coral offered that we could also 

make necklaces and bracelets as part of the celebration, 

and the class agreed.  So at the end of the day before we 
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got ready to rest, we all danced.  And it was glorious.  

“This is the best day ever! I want to do this for my birthday 

too!” (Sadie). It looks like we have a new Oak birthday 

tradition.   

We ended the week 

indoors, which was 

confusing for some, but 

we made it work!  From 

musical chairs to 

“wrestling”, we looked for creative ways to help the 

children move their bodies and get their energy 

out.  We were so impressed with how well the children were able to maintain their 

composure and keep their cool throughout such a challenging time.   

All in all, it was such a wonderful week back at school and we are thrilled with the 

potential of this incredible class.  We can’t wait to see what the year brings! 
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Materials and activities: Painting with primary colors, 
play dough with animals/ loose parts/herbs/lavender/tools, cloud dough with loose parts, 
oil pastels and paint on squares and triangles, water color with pipettes on coffee filters, 
gluing tissue and coffee filters to our paper umbrella, bristle blocks, kinetic sand with 
animals, painting a tire and painting with cars. 

In the sensory bin: Sand with trucks and scoops, flax seed with dinosaurs and scoops
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