
Dear Families and Friends,  

What a wonderful week we had in the Maple class.  We’ve been very busy 
creating wonderful works of art.  They include self-portraits, observational 
pumpkins paintings and a giant caterpillar turned butterfly thank you note.  We 
will be delivering this thank you note to our new friend at Book Passages.  As you 
know (from pictures)  we often take a walk over to the boulders (in front of Any 
Mountain) and do a  little rock climbing.  The other day on our way back to 
school, Mira from Book Passages stopped us and said, “Oh I’ve been waiting to 
see you, I have a little something for you.”  She handed us 4 caterpillar and 4 
butterfly cut outs on a stick.  The children were so delighted!  They all gave a 
great big thank you (in unison) to Mira, who in turn gave a big your welcome 
and smile back.  It truly warms my heart to watch the smiles appear on the 
faces of the people we meet along our little journeys.  The children have a 
magical way of just being what people need to see right now.   

We’ve also been singing some great Halloween songs.  The children love them;  
The two favorites are: The Big Black Cat and 5 Little Pumpkins.   These are 
rhyming songs which we then segued into rhyming words – the AT words – We 
will give them the hard sound (like P) then they add the at part. It is so fun to 
watch this all click and they’re so pleased with themselves when it all comes 
together.  

This last part of my Maple Window was going to be a bulletin board project, but 
I was so excited that I thought I’d  share it (write about it) instead.  I will start by 
saying that this is my first experience doing Self-Portraits with the children.  In the 
past Jacki always worked with the children.  With that said I want you all to know 
that I am so proud not only of the children but of myself!  They came out 
beautifully.  It captures the essence of the child and most importantly how they 
see themselves.   

Have a wonderful weekend and thank you for sharing your precious children 
with us at Curious Minds. 
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Love Teacher Lisa 

In the Reggio Emilia approach, there is a long history and tradition of  
“self-identity panels.” 
These self portraits are an intimate, bold declaration of the their identity.   
It provides a special look into their individuality and uniqueness. 
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