
Dear Families and Friends,  

What a great week we’ve had together.  As I’m sure most of you have noticed, 
our class size is smaller compared to years past.   This has been beneficial for 
both children and teachers.  We have been able to get to know each other 
and feel comfortable with one another.  We are learning how to be good 
listeners, turn taking, and most importantly patience.  This seemed to just 

happen by chance, but both Rachel and I 
have noticed how much sooner the children 
have bonded.   

There are so many advantages  to small 
groups/class size, especially for preschoolers.  
These are just a few of the Developmental 
Milestones that small groups incorporates:  

DEVELOPMENTAL GROWTH 

Since preschoolers are still in the process of 
developing their cognitive and social skills, 
they often function best when in small group 
settings. These activities are a great 

opportunity for all children involved to further develop their social skills through 
structured interaction, using language to express their thoughts and needs with 
peers to accomplish a task.  

COOPERATION  

By working with just a few of their peers towards a common goal, 
they will further develop their cooperation skills, conversation skills, 
and discover how to share and be fair. Through small group play, 
they will learn that they won’t always get their way and sometimes 
have to compromise. 

INTERACTION WITH PEERS 

By creating small groups it encourages friendships between children 
who do not normally play together. This can help create a more 
inclusive atmosphere within the classroom. 
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OBSERVATION 

Working in small groups in the classroom also allows educators to 
watch children more closely and observe their behavior when 
working/interacting with their peers.  It also makes observation and 
documentation easier as you see them interact.  Small groups also 
help promote a more in-depth documentation style for the 
educator.  

Some of our group activities included a 
beautiful water color, tie-dyed decorated 
paper lantern.   We used watercolor pens 
on coffee filters, sprayed them with water, 
let them dry and then scrunched and glued these on to 
a round paper lantern.  The children had so much fun, 
we worked together for 2 days.  At one point we were 
all together around the table oohing and aahhing at 
how beautiful our lantern was looking!  The art of 
collaboration at its finest. 

We finished our week with a walk to the meadow.  
While there we snacked and after playing for some 

time we decided to walk a little further down the path.  
We took a left turn and were totally surprised to see our Oak friends.  We said hi 
at a distance, then it was back down the path to finish up our lunch.  We did a 
lot of walking and running.  All in all we had a great week together. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Love Teacher Lisa 

REMINDER:  Friday, October 2nd, NO SCHOOL - Teacher breathing day! 
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