
“The Third Teacher.” Does this sound familiar? In the Reggio 
Emilia philosophy, the third teacher is the environment.  The 
environment is meant to provoke, appeal to our interests, 
dazzles or senses, invite curiosity and discovery, and, most 
importantly, foster relationships. 
Before the children walk through the classroom doors, we 
plan and predict what and how the environment will impact 
the children.  From the collection of observations and photos, 
we reflect on the energy, engagement, and interest in the 
environment. 
What areas are the children drawn to? 

What areas need more space for 
exploration? 
Who is in the area? 
What materials should we add or 
take away? 
How is our environment provoking them? 
What questions and comments are hearing? 
For example, at the beginning of the school year, we noticed 
the energy was extremely high, and the children were having a 
tough time maintaining their focus on materials and activities. 
Right away, we realized there was too much stimulation from 
the environment. The “third teacher” needed to be simplified, 
and to do this, we needed to reevaluate the materials put out 
on the shelves.  This slight change to the environment made a 
drastic change in the way the children interacted with the 
materials. We noticed a need for more manipulative and less 

dramatic play. We pulled the large wood blocks off the shelf and added Magna tiles, 
which has created many social scenarios to take place. I am curious to see what will 
happen when we add the large wood blocks back into the block area. 
Moving forward through the school year, you might notice the changes (or not haha). The 
key is to make slight changes, observe, and reflect.   
Do you notice a change in your child’s behavior when the environment changes at home? 
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If you simplify your home, do you see the calm? 
How does your environment at home affect you? 
  
Thank you everyone for the love on my birthday.  Your 
cards, emails, texts, hugs, and gifts were just too 
much : ) Thank you! I’m looking forward to spending my 
birthday with my family and celebrating tomorrow at 
Pumpkins on Pikes at the Tara Firma Farm in Petaluma.  

Reminder: School will be closed next week on Thursday  
and Friday for conference prep (October 31 & 
November 1).   
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Materials 

Orange Play dough 
Colored Blocks  
Nature Loose items 
Glue 
Pumpkin and Carving kit 

Activities 

Pumpkin Picture & Loose parts 
Play dough & Block building 
Re-Visited Nature Activity 
Carved Pumpkins 
Magna Tile City
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